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Passing the Peace of Christ – Explanation  
 
In the New Testament as the Gospel spread about the Greco‐Roman world it brought 
with it a mass re‐orientation of Hellenistic society. Slaves and masters, barbarians and 
free, Men and Women, were now co‐heirs in Christ and shared food at the same Lord’s 
Table. What a radical departure from the status quo! This new upside‐down Kingdom 
brought with it many new customs and practices that supported and reinforced the new 
Gospel reality. One of the most striking practices we know of ‐ called in traditional 
liturgical practice, the “Passing of the Peace.”  
 
The custom of the Roman world was that whenever someone of lower class greeted 
royalty they would either kiss their hand, or their feet, or even kiss the hem of their robe. 
The early church understood that in Christ all became sons and daughter of a King. 
Which made every saint a prince and princess. This translated to the early church 
practice of greeting one another with a holy kiss. This was a tremendously subversive act 
by which the early church proclaimed its presence. Even today there are many cultures 
that still show the vestiges of this ancient practice.  
 
This fall at Christ the King we will explore the practice of ‘Passing the Peace of Christ’ 
after the Assurance of Pardon.   Reminding God’s people that in the forgiveness of Christ 
we find equal footing at the Cross – a reality that needs to be celebrated by the gathered 
community presenting an image of God’s kingdom to the world of visitors and seekers 
sharing our space and time.  
 
Drawbacks:  
The passing of the peace looks different in different churches. And it is done well and 
practiced poorly. In some churches it is no more than an uncomfortable ‘greeting’ time. 
In others it is a lifeless liturgical exercise. I have experienced both ways. When led well it 
is a practice which helps us realize the self‐centeredness of our western thinking about 
worship, When led poorly it is a practice which is awkward for both regular attendees and 
new visitors.  
 
Pressure Points:  
Expresses the hospitality of the Gospel  
Gives an opportunity for the realization of the ‘priesthood of all believers’  
Encourages members to move beyond ‘pew fillers’  
Gives a safe and subversive context for visitors and newcomers to be engaged.  
 
Texts:  
Romans 16:16 – Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings.  
1 Corinthians 16:20 – Greet one another with a holy kiss.  
2 Corinthians 13:12 – Greet one another with a holy kiss.  
1 Thessalonians 5:26 – Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 


